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Honowrable Speaker,. Honourable Members,

1. It gives me yomense pleasure in wamily welconing each onc of
you (o the first session of the 12" Kerala Legislative Assembly
far the year 2008,

2. Twenty-one monihs have passed since my Govemment came
into power. The promises made to the people during the
election campaign are being fulfilled one by one by my
Govemmenlt. T am very much proud to announce that my
Govemment could make a quanlum jump in the history of the
development of the State within such a short time. The purpose
oncited functioning of my Governmenl for the twenty-one
months have camned the State of Kerala the reputation of being
an investor-fendly State. My Government could make a head
start in basic infrastructure development, starting of large and
medium scale mdusiries and in attracting investors ffom withim
and outside the country. My Government could implement
several schemes for the welfare of the distressed sections of
sacicty. In this contest, 1 place on record the support and
co-gperation extended by you. [ expect your continued and
carmest support for the various schemes implemented by my
Government for the upliftment of the people of the State.

3. Globalizaton and iberalization policies being implemented by the
Central Govemment, crisis owing to fall in the exchange mte of
doltar, frequent pnce luke of petreleum products, the neglect
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shown by the Central Govermment towards the State and
above all the debt-stressed situation caused by the anti-people
policies and mismanagement of the former UDF Govermnment
have created scveral hurdles in the funclioning of my
Govermment, My Government is moving ahead by overcoming
these difficulties and trving to obtain the due share 1o the State
by exerting strong presswre on the Central Govemment.

Sanction has been accorded for the cnhancement of Annual
Man Outlay for the year 2008-2009 1o Rs. 770K crores  from
Rs. 6950 crores {or the financial year 2007-2008. An additional
central assistance of Rs. 100 crores could also be obtained
this year. This will help in undertaking more develepment
activitics this year

The suwicide of farmers owing to debt and fall in pnce pursuant
io the policies of the Central Government had been a regutar
phenonienon when my Government came to power. Crop
failhure and other natural calamitics had haunted the farmers, 1t
was the prime consideration of my Governmeni 1o help and
protert those farmers who were on the verge of mass suicide
duac 1o desperation as a result of total collapse. My
Governument ¢ould provide the farming communily, rays of
hope by undertaking commendable activitics W save the
farmers from collapse and desperation and therchy totally
prevenuing the farmers’ snicide within a short span of time,
Steps have been laken not only to provide an amount of hall a
lakh rupees as [inancial assistance o each of the families of
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more than 000 farmers who commitied suicide and to write
off their debts but also declare moratorium on the debt of the
living larmers and bnng i a legislation (© save them fom their
debts. My Government has set a mode! for the protection of
farmers by wnting off the debts up to Rs. 25,000 taken from
the co-operative socicties by all the farmers of Wayanad district
having lcss than one acre of land as recommended by the Debt
Relief Commussion. Since the LDF Government stands as a
shield to the [armers, the suicide of farmers has come to an
end 1n Kerala while in other States sincides are still continumg
due to agrarian crisis. Kerala sets a model to the whole
country in this matter also as 1t has donc earlier by cnacting
laws including that of land rcforms. My GGevernment has
requested the Central Government one year before for enacting
a legislation on similar lines of the Kerala Deht Relief
Commussion Act But ali today it is not introduced. 1t would be
helpful for the Peasant community nation wide to swrvive from
the crises which compel them to commit suicide.

Another important duty of my Government 1s to find out a
solution to the scvere problem of unemployment among the
educated. My Govermmient is pursuing a planned move 1o put
an end to unemployment by generating new job opportunitics
in the sectors of 17, science and technology and traditional
industry. New loundation for development has been laid by
selling up institutions for study and rescarch in areas such as
Biotechnology, Nanotechnology and Space Technology and by
establishing Smart City Project and new IT parks. Many
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entreprencurs are now coming to the State for setting up new
ventures with the starting of new projects ke Smart City. My
Government is following the policy of crcouraging all such
genuine investors. My Govermment has undertaken an mtensive
effort in the days passcd by to revive the Public Sector
Undertakings that were facmy closure dunng the tenure of the
previous Government, thereby creating more employment
opportunities and incrcasing productivity. When the policy of
the UDF Government was to close down and sell off Public
Sector Industrics, my Govemmeent could make them profitable
by reviving them one by one. 22 Public Sector Undertakings
under the Indusiries Department could be made profitable
during this short pericd. My Govermment is going ahead with
efforts for ensuring nvestments amounting to tens of thousands
of crores in Public and Pavate sectors.

Until the LDF Govemment came to power, a handful of land
grabbers, with the support of the authoritics used to encroach
ihe Government lands and  hold large extents of land that are
to be vested in Govemiment, subverting Land Reforms Laws,
and 10 eam huge undue profit by fransfomnyg them. The policy
of the LDF Govermmeni, on the contrary, is 10 reeover all the
Tang] held unanthorisedly and unlawfully by the big guns for the
purpose of distributing them among the landless or For utilizing

them for public purposes.

Farmers in our State arc the only group not getting the
privileges of the Pension Schemes. Hence it is proposed to
implement a spectal Pension scheme for the farmers. Labour
shortage is one of the major problems of agriculture
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development in cur Stale. It 15 high ime fhat the new younger
gencration should have awareness in handling modern
agricultural machines and tools. For this purpose an Agn
Polytechnic will be established under Agncultural Umversity.

“Haritha Sree” programme implemented in Idukki district for
the development of vegetahle cullivation has been a grand
success. During the coming vear also one thousand
“Vegetahle Viilages™ will be cstablished under the Krishibhavan
throughout the State, by setting up one or more Haritha
Sangham. New sales counters will be set up for the
procurement and marketing of the vegetables produced in these
villages. A new schemc for promotion of vegetable cultivanion
in schools will also be launched.

At prescat there (s a wide gap between the regquirement and
the production of milk, egg and meat. The sharp decline m
pasturc/agricultural lands along with the drastic drop in
livestock population has worsened the internal production. The
present need is to stabilize the population and increase the
produchion and productivity. The galloping dernand neccssitales
building up of a strong internal production in the minimum
possible period of time.

Cattle feed subsidy will be provided through co-operative
societics to promote livestock farming and e increase the
internal production of milk. High Tech Dairy Farms will be
established in the districts of Idukla, Wayanad etc. with the
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mvolvement of NRIs. A High Tech export oriented Meat Plant
will be established in Chalakudy with Pubiie Private
Participation. A new Calile Feed Plant with 300 tons per day
capacity will be cstablished at Karunagappally. Conservation
and propagation of local breeds of cattic like Vechur cows,
Attapadi Black and Malabari goat, Angamaly pyg, Kasaragod
dwarf calile cte. wili be undertaken. Assistance wili be given
to Kerula Dairy Farmers Welfare Fund Board to motivale the
caftle farmers {or improving production of milk.

12. Considering the necessily and importance of energizing the
agnculiural seetor, a serics of relief measures wore declared by
my Government. Bencfits to the tune of Rs.175 crores have
been made available (o the farmers of the Stale. By
maplementing special packages wn Wavanad, Kasaragod and
Palakkad and by wntimg off agnicultural loans in the name of
fammers who committed suicide, relief amountmg to Rs. 564.38
crores have been provided.

13. Now, imcly credil is madc available to the paddy and vegetable
cultivators at 4%. A further reduction of 2% i the agricultural
loans to SC/ST farmers has also been deelarcd. A monetary
benefit of more than Rs.3000 crores 15 thus provided to the
fammers and the gencral public. With a view fo strengthen the
financial basc of the credit co-operatives, a new scheme
*“Sahakarana Nikshepam Keralceyam™ has been introduced by
which the co-opcratives have beon able to mobilize sufficient
funds and they have become more or less self-supporting.
Appointing Co-operative Banking Ombudsman, establishing
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ATM network ¢onnecting KSCB, DCBs and PACS,
distribution of agrcultural loans of Rs. 3000 crores etc. are
planned during the current year.

14. In Kerala, Locai Governments have become the key institutions
of public service delivery. 1 am happy to announce that it is
the policy of my Covernment to create unified, distinel and
common cadres of munsienal staff and executive stall for all the
Local Governments, just as a cammon engineenng cadre has
recently been sct up. This would enhance professional
competence and attract tafent 1o Local Governments.  Further,
my Government hitends to impart special managenal training to
the staff of Local Governments to improve their efficiency.
Lecal Economic Development has been given special priority in
the XI" ¥ive Year Plan of Local Governmenis. Kudumbashree
would take this idea further and launch special big projects,
mitially one per districi, under the umbrella of *Samagra™, to
develop rural business hubs 1o provide sustainable job
opportunitics for the poor, focusing on niche arcas in
agriculture and animal husbandry and value addition to
agricullural produce. The preparation of Anti-Poverty Sub
Plans would be taken up n all the Urban Local Gevemiments
tor which Urhan Poverty Mapping would be the imtial step; ihe
first time such an exercise s carricd out on a Statewide scale
in the country. This will be followel by an action plan to make

the cities and towns of Kerala slum-free. “Malinya Muktha

- Keralam™ is on its track and the difTerent initiatives lunched by
" Ber Excellency the President of India would be carried to their

r*:raﬂw conclusion z per the time schedule, so that within three

MM% Kerala becomes a totally clean Staie.

i

m g6 i -
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15. Now that participatory planning in Kerala has become a
national model, it is intended to enrich 1t through infusion of
spahal planning techniques. With this objective a new Town and
Country Plamning Bill would be introduced in the Assemnbly
during the current year. The Master Plan of Kochi would be
fully revised and rcvision of Masler Plans in four other Cities
would be mitiated.

16. My Govemment is commutted io the well being of four lakh coir
workers in the State. The recommendabions of the Coir
Cormmission will be implemented shortly. My Government
proposes to cstablish a People’s Coir Marketing Company
under co-opcrative sector with Lthe participation of all
stakeholders. The Rebate Schome will be re-iniroduced and
10% rebate will be allowed to Coir PSUs and Apex Society to
market coir products procured from Coir Co-operalives. A
comprehensive Medical Insuranee Scheme for unorgamsed coir
workers will be introduced. A design development center in
association with National Instilule of Design to develop
inmovative products and designs lor comr products wiil be
established at Alappuzha.

17. Tt 15 the pelicy of my Governmenld Lo give equa) importance to
the development process of the State and to prolect the
legitimate rights and welfare of the working class. My
Government is in the process ol bringing n legislations to
extend welfare measures to all scetions of workers, A bill for
the welfarc of small plantation workers has already been
introduced in the Legislature, In the plantstion sector persistent
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efforts by my Government bas yielded posilive results. Out of
the major plantations that were remaining closed, nine have
since been reopencd, Efforts are under way to take over and
entrust the management of the remaming plantations by the Tea
Board. My Government 1s committed 1o continuc all the
concessions granted by the State Government to tea gardens.
Measures will be taken te enforce minimum wage for ali
categories of workers lelt uncovered under the Mimmum
Wages Acl. A survey of migrant labour and child labour is
proposed to be conducted and enforcement of the relevant
laws will be streagthened. The computenization of Employment
Exchanges will be completed on a priority basis so as Lo
make available the data of jobscckers to prospective employers
through a web-cnakled semice.

18. My Government is fully committed 10 implement Govenmment of

19..

India assisted “‘Rastriya Swasthya Bhima Yojana™ to provide
health insurance coverage up to Rs. 30,000 per annum per
famuly to all BPL. workers in the unorgamzed sector in Kollam
and Alappuzha districts during the ewrrent year.  The scheme
will be extended 1o all other districts of the Stale within the
next four years, A life insurance cum scholarship scheme for
rural landless agricnltural workers viz., “Am Admi Bhima

- Yojana™ covering about three lakh families will be Jaunched

during this year.

Qut of the 34 ITIs in (he State, 14 are in the process of
wpgradation as Cenfres of Excellence,  Scven Grade-I1 ITls

7+ §n the State will be upgraded to Grade-l. My Government
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proposes to start new [11s wherever land and building are
provided by local bodies or the community free of cost. In
order to promote cashew industry, large-scale cashew
culivation will be undertaken through the “Kerala State Agency
for Cashew Cultivation”. The gratuity amount overdue to
renired cmployecs and workers of Cashew Development
Corporation and CAPEX wiil be paid.

20. My Government has given major thrust for the development of
National Highways. The Slale Support Agreement has heen
signied with National Highway Authority of India. A project for
four/six lamng of NH-47 and NH-17 will be underiaken on a
war footing. A special project lor devclopment of alt important
roads feading to Sabanmala will be implemented this year.
Phase T of Kerala State Transpori Project will be completed
within two years. Thinvananthgpuram City Road Trmprovement
Project will be completed in next 18 menths. Special priority
will be given to completc the construction of Railway
Overbridges and approach toads. An intcgraled road network
and transport systcm for easing congesticn in
Thiruvananthapuram, Koch, Kozhtkode and Kottayam Cities
will be undertaken. My Government will give spectal
importance o the successtul implementation of the Highway
Protection Act.

21, The first step that the LDF Government has taken, afler its
assuming power, is to bring oul a comprehensive Industrial and
Commercial Policy to encourage investments in the industrial
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sector. The State is now recciving adequate respense from
indusirial entreprencurs for investments in the industrial sector
mcluding promotion of infrastructurc facilittes. Rather than
Large Scale Industries, the State is suitable for investments in
the SSI sectar considenng the lacilities available in the State.
As a prelude, my Government has conducted Face-lo-Face
programmes involving alt those in the SST secter, which was
welcomed by one and all. Mining of mincral sand along the
coast hias been decided to be only in the Public Sector as a

policy.

22, Rather than closing down the lossmaking PSUs, the present
attempt is to convert these PSUs into profitmaking ones.
Contract has been signed to combine Angamaly TELK and
NTPC as a Joint Venture. KELTEC has been taken over by
BRAHMOS a Corporation under the Defence Ministry, SILK
units at Cherthala are taking action for Joint Venture for starting
a Bogie manufactunny unit with Railways.

23, The feasibility report for producing 10,000 Tons of Titanium
Sponge in collaboration with a Russian firm has been prepared
and discussions are weil under progress in this direction,
National Institute of Iashion Technology (NIFT) at Kannur

" . which will give substantial boost to the textile industries will be
© 'vgtarted shortly. Under the auspices of KINFRA, an Integrated

- Rentile Park is being established a1 Kanjikode in Palukkad.

e Mield has been signed to establish a Spices Park as a Joinl
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Venture of KINFRA and Spices Board. Steps have been
imbated to cstablish a Rubber Park at Ranm as a Joint Venture
of KINFRA and Rubber Board. Efforis are in progress to
start 2 Petrochemical Complex encompassing Kasaraged and
Kannur Districis. A local processing unil in the Bamboo sector
is being put on wheel at Wayanad. Efforts in tradihonal sector
are catching momentum so that this sector will be made more
professional.

24, My Government recognizes the polential of Information
Technology m providing employment and spurring (he economic
growth in the State. The Smart City Project, which is
expeciled to provide complovment to 90,000 people, was
formally launched m November 2007, My Government is
proposing to develop other IT Cities'Knowledge Cities across
the State. My Government will also give focus to equip
students to make them more employable in TT and ITES
sector. The project called “Insight” to train physically
challenged and differentty abled persons will be extended
across the State through “Akshaya Centres”.

25. 1T also provides opportunities for providing better scrvices to
citizens through e-govemance, My Govermment 15 taking several
mitiatives in this regard. “Akshaya™ network is increasingly
becomung a core infrastructure for providing Gevemnment to
Citizens services, to the citizens at their doorsieps. Several
services including utility bill payment. on-linc applications,
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e-learning courses etc. arc already being provided. New B2C
and G2C services will also be provided using “Akshaya”
network. My Government is also planning to sel up a new
State Data Center at Technopark to provide further impetus te
e-govermance activitics. Moreover, the Kerala State Wide Area
Network, which is near completion, will provide connechivity to
Govemnment officcs,

26. My Government will also Toil oul total e-governance solutions
for Commercial Taxes Department and the Public Dhsinbutien
Systern. The initial work int this regard will begin dunng the
coming financial year Some of the other c-governance
initiatives include promotion of Malayalam computing,
development of e-waste policy, upgrading wcbsites to a
content management frame-work, mplementation of digital
workflow, sctting up of Wi-Fl hot spots in tourist areas and
mventory management system. My Government will also give
awards to departments and organizalions with exemplary
performance in c-governance activilics.

27. Citizen’s Charter will be prepared for all departments, With the
aim of mmproving performance standards, induction training will
be given to all newly recruited employess.

28. For a transparent and effective mechanism for purchasc and
. distribution of medicines to Government hospitals, the Kerala

. Medical Services Corporation has been sct up. To streamline
_and improve the public healih care sysicm in the State, a State
Hﬁ!llh Policy will be formulated. Tn the coming vear, steps will
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be taken to iubiaie co-ordinated programmes under Allopathic,
Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic Systemns, 10 control life style
diseases. An Institute for Non-Communicabic Diseascs will be
set up. Emergency Management System with 24 hour
ambulance service will be set up in all disiricts to provide
mmmediate care to accident victims and trauma palients. New
Women & Children Hospitals will be started in & districts by
upgrading the District 1lospitals in a phascd mannce. Steps
will be taken to open new Primary Health Centres
3t Panchayats where there 1s no PHC at present. New
Ayurveda’Homoeo Dispensaries will be started in a phased
manncr, where such facilities do not exist now. An
antonomoeus Seciety will be sel up for prumoting Nursing and
Paramedical Education in the State and three Nursing Colleges
will be started m Kasargod, Palakkad and Ermakulam districts
in the coming acadermic year under the aegis ol this Society, A
Regional Instilute of Paramedical Education and Research will
be started 1in Kozhtkode, Wasie Management Systems will be
established in all major hospitals, conforming to the relevamn
Pollution Control Acts.

29. Finishing school programme for the inmates in 14 women’s
instilutions run by Social Welfare Departiment and for women
graduates 15 being organized to equip them with skills for
cmployment. Child lines have been started in Palakkad,
Malappuram, Kannur and Kasarpode districts,

36, A new scheme for starting Care Homes for elderly persons,
destituies and disabled by converging vanious resources from
L5GIs, Stale Government, NGOs and GO will be introduced
m order to address the growing reguircment of services to this
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- category. “Elders Park™ will be started in all districts in
-association with Local Self Government Instititions and NGOs.
Manufacturing umis for aids and appliances will be starled in
Kanmur and Alappuzha Distncts under the auspices of Kerala
State Handicapped Persons’ Welfare Corporation. Working
Women's Hostels will be started 1n major cities under the
auspices of Kerala State Women'’s Development Corporation.
Child line services will be extended to the districis of
Kottayam, Idukki, Pathanamithitta, Atappurzha and Kollam, next
year. Medical assistance for the poor patients for (reaiment of
major ailments like cancer will be provided.

31. The Public Distribution Systermn in the State 15 an eflective
instrument in checking the price of food grains and other
essential items viz., sugar, kerosene cte. It may be  noted that
Kerala is more than 85% deficit in the production of [ood
grains and the requirements are mel by PDS food prains from
outside the State. 70 Lakh fanulies in Kerala depend upon the
public distribution gystem for the cssential commodities. Due to
the drastic reduction in allotmient of food graing by the Central
Govemmenl during the last one and a half years the PDS in
the State was hadly affected. This along with frequent hike in
fuel prices and liberalized policies of Government of Tndia and
futures (rading in agriculiure commoditics led to price hike of

. all essential commodities.

32 prevcr in order 1o check the price hike of rice in open
ma:ket. the Supplyco is distributing good quality boiied rice at

gf.bH and raw rice at Rs.13.50 per kg., for the last three

moniths through “Arikkadas™. 470 new Supplyco oullels are
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preposed to be started duning 2008-09. The Corporation is
establishing Peoples™ Bazaar n all Districts. It is proposed to
start Hyper marketls at Thalasserry., Kottayam, Kochi and
Thinwvananthapuram. Seven Motnle Maveli Stores have been
put into opcration benefiting the remote and tribal areas.
Supplyco 1s producing 5000 MTs of fortified atta and
distributing through ration shops. Supplyco has not increased
any price of essential commaodities since September 2006, but
reduced the prices by an average 15% apainst the natigual
trend of increasc in priccs. Medicines are sold at 30%
discount.

Issuance of new laminated ration cards will be staried
immediately on finalisation of APL/BPL survey. A proposal is
under the consideration of the Government to modernize the
ration shops, with the financial assistance of the Central
Govemment, with a view to atiract the entire ration cardhelders
to the ration shops, The Supplyco has procured 2,26,719 MT
of paddy during 2006-07. During the ongoing season the
procurement is cstimated at three lakh MT of paddy &
Rs. 9 per kg.

Action is being taken 1o construct ewn buildings for the
Consumer Disputes Redressal Forums in the State. Durning the
year 2008-09, i1 is proposed 1o wpgrade the Gold Punty
Testing Laboratory at Emakulam 1o BIS Hallmark centre,
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35, The integrated project for the development of inland fisherics
and aquaculiure by name “Matsyakeralam™ wiil be implemented
all over the State for a period of three years from 2008- 205
to 2010-2011. Seven hundred Grama Panchayats will achively
participate in the programme and about 10,000 heclares of
inland water areas will be brought under fish/prawns/shnmp
culture. - My Government 1s going o establish a Marine
Biological Research Instiluic and Oceanarium complex at
Kochi for facilitating and strengthening the advanced research
and study on ocean lie at an estimated cost of Rs. 300 crores.
The construction of on-gmng Fishery Hatbour projects at
Vizhinjam, Kayamkulam, Thottappatly, Mulhalapoziu and
Ponnani are expected to be completed during the year
2008-2009. Modernization of Beypore Fishery Harbour will
also be completed dunng the cumrent year.

36, In Aralam farm 1,717 Adivasi tamilies were alloited land. Apart
from this, 2,086 lamilies were issucd Record of Rights and
302 familics were given paltas. A new scheme for providing
subsidy te agricultural workers for the purchase of land lor
agricultural purposes has been faunched. A new scheme for the
development of Tribals living in Forest areas was miroduced.
The Kerala State Commission for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Act was passed and the Commission
oconstituted. This year norms for admission of ST students for

.- MBBS and BDS courses were changed helping more stidents
to secure ademission. A comprehensive Health Care Scheme
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was introduced which will ensure free medical treatment for all
Tribals in the State. This is a unique scheme by which all
costly treatmnents arc provided free,

37. Top pnenty will be given to provide at least onc acre of larud
to every landless Adivasi family. The Central Act wviz., Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers {Recognition of
liorest Rights) Act, 2006 has come inlo force and my
Government proposes to implement the Act in a time bound
mamer. Revenue land and excess land will also be utilized for
this purpose. My Govemment is committed to provide houses
for all the houseless familics within the next five years. All the
rehabilitated Tribal families will be provided with basic facilities
like houses, drinking water, electricity cte. Qur aim 18 (o
elecinfly all ST habitats within the next three years.

38. My Government considers i absolutely necessary to enhance
the exisling generation capacity 1o meet the increasing demand
for electricity. Within next ten vears Projects generating
2000 MW will be completed. Non-Conventional energy
source will be hamessed to a greater cxlenl. My Govermnent
aims ¢ set up more wind energy projects in power sector with
private participation. KSEB proposes lo commence
12 numbers of new hydel projects having a (otal capacity of
295.9 MW. Special provision for electrilying 50,000
houscholds of Socially and Economically Backward Section has
been included. In order to mprove the guality and refiabality of
supply, KSEB proposes to strengthen the {ransmmission network
and thereby improving the voltage level, reducing overloading

- and T&D losses.
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39. My Govemmenl proposcs to start 1lydel Tourism Centres at

40.

Kakkayam, Edamalayar and Kallar. ANERT has obtained from
the Ministry of Wew and Renewable Energy, preliminary
sanction for central assistance (o take up solar clectnfication of
72 remete Backward Class colonies in the State. My
Government will give top poonty for non-conventional encray
sources. My Govemment proposcs to give top prornily to
energy conservation DSM activities. Waste disposal schemes of
Local Self Government Instiiutions will be linked with
Bio-Mass Energy Projects by providing sufficient infrastracture
support. Total Encrgy Security Mission will co-ondmate these
activities. Actuvitics of ANERI and EMC will be integrated
with TESM.

Department of Tourism has embarked on various
developmental and promotion endeavours for the upgradation
of tourism industry for maintaining the high position camed in
the world. KTDC has achieved the largest profit and mmover
in the last 40 years.

41. In 2007, the foreign tounisis arrival of Kerala upto November

2007 is 4,43,594, which shows an increase of 19.43% over
the same penod of previous year, The total revenue generated

-firom tourism during 2006 is 9,126 crores, showing an increase

of 17.94% over the last vear’s figure. As tourism is on the

. growth path, the major initiatives for the coming year are to

{fucus on developing/improving, tourism inftastruclure and

products with cmphasis on conserving and preserving the
eavirosment
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42, The Department will come out with a “White Paper on

Responsible Tourism™ thal will puide future policy itiatives of
my Government. The Department will introduce policy
ewdelines for development of Adventure Tourism in Kerala.
A Hospitality Management Institute will be set up in
Kozhikode. A Board of Tourism Studies will be created to
regulate and unprove academic performance in Tounsm and
Hospitality stuclies.

43, The Science and Technology Department and the autonomons
institutions under its umbrella had many major achievements
during 2007-2008. The National Transporiation Planning and
Rescarch Centre {(NATPAC) hus identificd (he most feasible
route for development of tull highway berveen Kasaragod and
Thriuvananthapuram districls. The Rayiv Gandhi Centre for
Biotechnology (RGCB) has developed herbal products to
reduce the effect of radiation on normal tissue in the case of
oral cancer.  Scveral new lead molecules have been discovered
using, cornputer based molecular modeling. RGCB was able to
develop and demonsirate molecular metheds to diagnose and
conlirm: Chikungunya. The Tropical Botanic Garden and
Rescarch Institute (TBGRIY comtinued 1ls Plant Biodiversity
conservaiton activitics and has introduced 150 new species in
the garden. The Malabar Botanical Garden (MBGS) has
imtroduced 200 rare varieties ol aquatic plants into its
collection.



21

44. The process of formulation of Biodiversily Management
Comrittees (BMCs) in five selected Panchayats in the Stake
has been completed. Work for finalising the preparation of the
People’s Biodiversity Register lias beon initiated.  Draft policies
of both Environment and Organic faming have been finalised.
A census of the watcrfowls visiting the wetlands' of Kerala was
done through (he Kerala State Biodiversity Board.

4%. The commen lacility [or treatment, storage and disposal of
lazardous waste is being set up at Ambalamugal in Emakulam.
Action is being taken through the Kerala State Poliution
Control Board for the rejuvenation of Kuzhikandom Thodu in
Emakulam which has been identificd as dumpsile of hazardous
wastes by (he Supremc Court Monitoring Commitlee,  Banng
of plastic carry bags of less than 30 microns 15 being stetly
implemented. A special cell will be ereated with the help of
Pollution Control  Board for monioring and the management
ol e-wasle gencrated in the State. AWareness programmes
regarding pollution. garbage disposal and Biodiversily
conservation will be undertaken. The activitics regardiny
Biodiversity Management Committecs and People’s Biodiversity
Register will be further strengthened.

46, My Govemment has decided o institute a permancnt set up
viz., Malayalam Mission for the inslitution, supenision and
co-ordination of Malayalan1 Study Centres in various parts of
India and abroad and for the overall development of

" - Malayalam Language with the co-operation of Non Resident
+ Nialayalees throughout the world.
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47. The publication of the Kerala Gazetig on the website in
www.egazette kerala govan.  has gone a long way in enhancing
timely and easy access to the Gazette. Further it is propused
to make the previous issucs also available in a digial archive.
With the proposed increasc in production capacity and
upgradation of technological capabihty of Government Presses,
ihe Governmcentl Presses will he able to cater to ail
sophisticated printing necds of Government Departments
mcluding printing of Lotlery Tickels. My Covenunent 15 aiso
proposing a High Sccurity Printing Division that can undertake
jobs which cntal a high order of secrecy like printing question
papers lor various examinations. The Stationery Department
proposes to build a computerised inveniory management
system for cost cifective purchases of siock and timely services
1o various Government departments and users including
c-procurciment,

48. The Statc appointed a Commssion to suggest revision of
Kerala Education Acts and Rules and the report has alrcady
been submitted. It s under the consideration of my
Government, A special programime will be launched for the
quality education of mentally challenged chiltron and children
with learning difficultics. Syllabus and coursc materials for
mentally chailenged will be prepared for each category after
classifying them based on the extent of retardation. Although
SCERT was cstablished in 1994, 1t 15 vol o be developed nto
a premier mstitution yndertaking scrious rescarch in Curmiculum
and Pedagogy and related issucs of Kerala. Hence
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programmes will be planned to develop SCERT. The Centrai
Governmeni has decided to extend the programme
“Sarva Siksha Abhivan” up to Standard X

49. My Governmient has decided to sct apart an arca of 200 acres
for establishing an Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research ((1SLER) a1 Vithura in Thiruvananthapuram. The
Minmistry of Human Reccurees Development, Government of
India has complcted the process of site zelection and 2 formal
annaimeemaont 18 expectod shortly. 1t 15 o matter of great prde
for the State that Goverment of India has selected Cochin
University of Science and Technology {(CUSAL) for upgradation
mio an Indian Institute of Engincering, Science and Technology.
With this upgradation, CUSAT will join the palaxy of promier
centres of Suicnce and lechnology i the coumtry. My
Governmen! has been vigorously pursuing the State's
long-standing demand for an Indian institute of Technology
{IT} and Central Uhuversity in Kerala, The Central University
proposal has been agreed to and the Govermmient of India is
now actively considering our request regarding [T, My
Government will be sciting up an Intemational lnstitute for
Arabic Studies and Research in the context of the Sachar
Committee recommendations which have thrown considerable
light on the demographic patem of Muslinis in India.

58, _{hie of the key initiatives that my Governmem bas taken in fhe
~‘#bea of Higher Fducation has been 1o cstablish the State Higher
- Bdacation Council under an Act of the State Legishaure, 1t has
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also forrmulated the draft of a State poliey on higher cducation, §

which is currently being discussed by the stakcholders. My
Govemmient is considering the implementation of these reforms
designed o play a major constructive rale in enhancing the
quaiity of higher educatton and improving the equity dimension
of higher education for people of our State. The Council would
set up a Higher Education Scholarship Fund for facilitating
greater acccss to higher cducation. My Govemment proposes
to upgrade the Govenwnent Enginecring Colleges in the State
as Centres of Exeelience.

51. A nowvel scheme- the Visiting Acadeniictans Programme—to

afford opportunities for faculty and students in Engineering
Colleges to interact with eminct techinologists from premier
technological institutions m India will be launched in Aprii,
2008, My Government will be sefting up a Centre for
Engineering Research in Kerala, which would co-ordinale ihe
research in various Engingering Colleges [n Kerala. Seven
new polytechnics will be cstablished during the XI plan.
My Govenument intends to reorgamze the Kerala State Central
Library inte a {ibrary of international stature, The Library will
be fully equipped with a state-of-the-art RFID systemn with
facilities for self cheek-in and check-out. My Government
proposes to set up the Raja Ravi Varma Centre for Visual Ar
and Design and the Swadesabhimani School of Jourmalism as
{entres of Execllence in the field of fine arts and joumalism

respectively.

5
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. 52, My Govemment is filly committed to eradicate the mwnace of

illicit liquor. So also it is the ohjective of my Govermment to
protect the toddy industry, which is a traditional industry and
job oriented one. The Depariment will be strengthened by way
of required equipments and vehicles. Similarly, more excise
personacl will be recruited and traned it the Lxcise Acadeny,
Ermakulam and Kozhikode will have imtegraled surveillance
posls in Railway Stations to track down transportation of illici
liquor, gamja cte. Integrated check post will be conumissioned
wherever necessary, My Government {s committed to revive
the Chiitoor Co-operative Sugar Mills (CHICOPS) and
Travancore Sugars and Chemcals { TSUL).

53. My Government has decided 10 eradicate corruption m the

54,

Commercial Taxcs Department and to give sansfactory service
to the dealers. All the check posts in Palakkad Pastricl
have been renovated including improvement of roads.
My Govemment proposes to establish an infegrated check post
in Walayar to lacilitate effective vehicle checking and providing
more facilities. Weighbridees would be installed in major
check posts.

The Ketala State Lotierics Depariment stands a8 a major
source of collection of non-tax revenue to the State through
the sale of Kerala Lottery tickets. 5 more weekly lotterics and
one monthly lottery will also be conducted during the current
fmancial year.
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55. My Governmeni proposes to continue their releniless fighy
against forest oflenders and ilkeit ganju cultivators. Raids and 4
seizures could be successiully organized resulting 1 scizure of
huge quantities of sandal wood and sandal wood enl.  Wildlite
offenders also could be kept in check by scizing snake venony,
tiger sking and other wildlife anicles.

56. The project namely “My Own Trec” (“Entc Maram™) by which
school ehildren planted about 25 Takh trees on the World
Environment Day, would be continued as a rcgular annual
featurc. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers {Recogmition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 would be
mplemented in such a way that the benchis for tribals and
forests wonld be maxunized by improving their symbiotic
relations. My Government is awarce of the (act that the
demands for medicinal plants and mdustrial mw material are on
the increase. Therefore growing ol medicinal plants 1n the
forest plaruations of the Forest Department and Kerala Forest
Development Corporation would be intensified avaling technical
and financial assistance from inshitutions ke Medicinal Plant
Board, National Afferestation and Eco-development Board ete.
In order to improve the avanlabilily of raw matenals to wood
bascd indusiries, a scheme would be formulated and
unplemented to improve the productivity of forest plantations of
the Forest Depariment and Kerala Forest Developmend
Corporation. My Government would also come out with a
comprchensive Forest Policy with a view to conscrve
biodiversity within and ouwtsidc the forest areas to optimize
benefits to mankind.



!

a7

| 57. Archacology Depariment pruposcs to conduct an archacological

f

survey at Grama-District Panchayal level for the conservation
and preservation of monumcnts and antiquitics. Special project
for preservation. translation and publication of palm feaf records
will be undertaken by the Archives Departmeni. For the
management and preservation of records of permanent value,
distriet-leve] repositorics will be cstablished. A film appreciation
course at Secondary and Higher Sccondary School level will
be conducted by the Kerala Statc Chalachitra Academy with
the help of the Lducation Departiient. The work on Film
Festival Complex would be cxpedited.

58. The Kerala Police {Amendmient) Act, 2007 has been brought

inte force by my Government. As per this Act, crime
investigation has been separated from law and crder n
Thirgvananihapuram, Kochy and Kovhikode, The Kerala Anli
Social Activities (Prevention) Bill was unanimously passed by
the Kerala Legislative Asseribly.  This cnacmient is o provide
for the effective prevention and control of antt social activitics in
the State. My Govertuireut has ercated a specialized internal
security wing under the Additional Director General ol Police

.(Intelligence) for safeguarding intemnal security ol the Statc.

A Cyber Crime Forensic Workstation, High-Tech Crime
Enquiry Cell, Kerala Police Complaints Authonty and Stale
Security Corrunission have been sct up.

. mm relating to the introduction of video conferencing in
e i Thinvananthapuram district has been completed and the
«uchliork is progressing for the mplementation of the scheme in
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Thnssur, Emakulam and Koltayam districts. Tluee new jails
(Open prison Cheemeni, Sub }ails at Hosdurg and Chittoor:
have started finctioning during the current yeat, Fire Service
Academy ol Vivyur, Thnssor was inaugurated and has stang
functioning. A new building for Fire and Rescue Station,
Chamakkada (Kollam disinet) was inaugurated,

60. On the basis of the receommendation of Justice K. T. Thomas
Committee. my Covernment has decided to mmplement
Community Policing Scheme called “Janamythri Sureksha
Project™ m the Municipalifics of Paravur, Adoor, Vaikom,
Cherthala, Thodupuzha, Irinjalakuda, Ottappalam,
Perinthalmanna, Kalpetta, Payyannur and Kasaragod and the
Corporations of Thirsvananihapuram, Kochi and Kozhikode
which have becn selected for the implementation of the scheme
in the first phase. The approach of my Government is (o
make the policing effective with the co-operation of all sections
of people. The programme will be progressively inplemented
in all parts of the Siate afler suitably supplementing available
resources with the Police stations.

al. Considering the increasing responsibilities of Police and need for
Policemen to develop expertise in diverse matters ol an
increasingly complex nature, it is proposed that the minimum
quatifications for recruitment to the Pohice be raised to Higher
Secondary or cquivalent. The representation of women at the
ievel of Sub Inspectors, Inspectors and Dy.SPs in local police
is now grossly madequate. Therefore wotmen candidates will
be made eligible to apply lor sclection by Kerala Public ,
Service Cormniission in the cadre of Sub Inspectors of Police
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in the Local Police. The existing Kollam and Thrissur Police
districts will be bifurcated into City and Rural Police districts.
The scheme of special recruitment of spoits persons in Kerala
Police will be revived and Keraka Palice wall recruit teanis for
Cricket/Football’Vblleybail dunng the course of the coming vear
to cneourage young sporting talents in these diseiplines in the
State.

62. Vocational Training will be given to prisod inmates to chahle
them to earn their hivelihood after release from Jail.
Computerization of jail inglitutions will be laken up n a phased
manner. Action will be taken to improve the cxisting
infrastructure facihies n jail. High-tech surveillance systems will
be set up in central jails. Modem wireless comniunication
systems will be provided in jail and digital cameras will be
purchased.

63. The Chief Chemical Examiner's Laboratory proposes (o
strengthen the analytical facilitics of the threc laboratorics

. (Thirvananthapuram, Emakulam, Kozhikode) by purchasing

. modem scientific equipments. It also proposes to minimize Lhe
.. time spent in the preparation of Chemical Analysis Report by

- .. extending computer network to the Technical division by
oo developing a new Report Generation and [Laboratory
‘.!if“*'-?ﬁ?:lmlatinn Software. Fire and Rescue Department will be
ﬂf"_ f"m'mmd with the latest firc Aghting equipments and vchicles,

Labd
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64, Motor Vehicles Department has compulerised all its service
functions. The Thiruvananthapuram Regional Transport Office
has been selected as a “model office” by implementing the
“Any Service Any Counter” system through which the public
receives various services through a single window. A Road
Safely Authority has been sct up to co-ordinate the activitics
of various departments and a ‘Road Safety Fund® has been
set up by collecting a one-time cess from (he vehicle owners
for meeting cxpenditure for road safety measures. The
authority has come into force on 1-1-2008. The Department
will modernise the check posts by networking them to meel
the increasing vehicle trafhic. A radar swrveillance systom for
monitoring the traffic at important stretches of the highways is
also proposed to be set up during this year

65, Kerala Road Transport Corporalion proposes to introducc
100 new buses in the coming financial year by utilising, facilies
of KSRTC warkshops. Thirty Super Deluxe services will also
be miroduced and bus terminal complexes constructed 1o thirty
identified depots to generate more non-operaling revenues.
KSRIC will madernize its offices through total computerization.
Online reservation facility will be provided. More services will
be introduced mn Malabar area. To avoid any pilferage, ETMS
will be introduced in all depots. The workshops at Central
Works, Pappanamcode will bc made a “Modcl Workshop™.
Training will be given to all categories of staff. The State Water
Transporl Department has launched two newly constructed
steel boals during the year and a “Kayal Service’ has already |
started during November 2007 for providing traffic facihities to
the agncultural workers of Kuttanadu.
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My Government will take all necessary steps Lo acyLire
137 acres of land required for the expansion of Calicut
International Airport and 2000 acres for the Kaonur
Intemnational Airport for which, n principle, approval has been
accorded by Governm=nt of India recently. The work on
Kochi Metro Rail Project undcr DMRC patiern will be staried
this year. Major projects including an 1T Park will he started in
the land available with the Cochin Tntemational Airport.

67. The JBIC aided Kerala Watcr Supply Project 18 progressing

well. My Governimed is hopeful of commissioning the project
within the time limit. My Government will go ahead with the
construction of & new dam at Mullapenvar as a permanent
solution for addressing the problem of the fragile dam.
My Govemnment will undertake a major rcvamping programme
of lift irrigation schemes in the State. with a view to nuaking
them more effective and participatory, The drafl Waler Policy
for integrated and sustainable management of Water Resources
and reconciling the divorse demands of developments and
ecology will be linalised. With a vicw to bringing in greater
accountability in the utilization of danking water, Kerala Water
Supply and Sewcrages Act has been amended by an
Ordimance. Thesc amendiments have strengthened the Kerala
Water Authority to take stringent measures againsl illegal
tapping of watcr and other types of misuse. Il is proposed to
take up 2 major awarcness campaign named ‘Sujala’ to

sprcad the message of water quality and 10 ke up measures

.., for improving the quality of drinking water. A chain of water

el f
H

}g_sgng laboratories will be set up under KWA and Ground
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Water Department to test water quality. My Government has
decided lo expand the ‘Jalanidhi® project across the State
covering 400 Panchayaths with a project outlay of Rs. 1200
CTOTES.

68. The tlagship programme of the LDF Government viz.. EM.S.
Housing, Scheme wili be implemented by my Government 1n 2
phased manner through Tocal Self Government Institutions.
My Govermment proposes to undertake the renovation of all
ong iakh houses in the Stale in & phased manner in the coming
years. During the next year 14,000 houses under the one lakh
housing scheme will be ropaired or reconstructed.

69. In view of the escalating cost of land and building materials,
people from all walks of lifc cspecially those with limited
mecome, find it quite difficult to build their own houses. For
miitigating this problem my Government proposcs 1o sct up a
[Housing Finance Devclopment Corporation lor advancing
personal and institutional finance. A housing relief fund for
providing financial assistance to BPL families with the
contribution of Central/State Government, Government ovwned
comparies, Local Authorities, NRIs, M.Ps, MLAs ctc. is being
constituted. Five working wornen'’s hostels in he Stale wall be
construcled. The Habitat Centre at Thiruvananthapuram will be
completed n a phased manner.

70. My Government has always been a frontrunner in executing
vanous social welfare legislations. One such measure that was
adopted during ihe current year is the constitution of the i
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Farmers' Debt Reliel Cotnrission, which is the frst of is kind
i the couniry. Another innovative step was the introduction of
a Rill to protect the remaining paddy ficlds of the State that
face severe threat from conversion. Four major Ordinanccs,
which were being re-promulgated for the last 15 years or
more, have been replaced by Acts of the State Legislature.
My Govemment is determined to get the cntire public propetty
free from encroachment. A detailed enquiry revealed large-scale
encroachment of Government Jands. My Govemment has taken
stock of the entire position and decided to take stringent aclion
against such encroachments. As a result, my Govermment coulkd
resume about 18,000 acres of land so far. Simmlarly, the leasc
Jands will be taken back from those persous and instirutions
who violate the conditions of lease.

71. My Government gave 60,044 Patias (title decument) and
Record of Right to iandless poor, weaker sections of sociely
and agricuttural labourcrs. Eamncst and tme bound elforts are
under way to take over the remairng excess Jands by clearing
the cases that are pending with the Land Tribunals and various
Couzts of Law. It is expected that about 50,04N) acres of land
can be taken over during the ienure of this Government. So far,
3,300 tribal families have been distributed land since the

. present Government camc into power. A project for the
computerisation of Land Records has been completed in

| Kottayam District and ncaring completion in other districts.
'fm certificates issucd from the revenue offices for specific
/1 peposes have been combined and a simplified proecdure
=’1'fmf!u'that the public need not approach revenue



